Spontaneous arthritis in nude rats of Rowett hooded strain.
Spontaneous arthritis was found in 19 of 55 Rowett hooded strain rats with rnu gene. Most cases were in the male rnu/rnu (15/19) but a few occurred in the male rnu/+ (3/10) and female rnu/rnu (1/8). The lesions were first noted as reddened swelling due to exudative inflammation of periarticular soft tissues including synovial membranes in the tarsal and/or carpal joints. Most of the affected animals cured leaving slight induration but in a few male rnu/rnu ankylosis with pannus formation and exostosis developed. No sign of mycoplasmal or bacterial infection was noticed in the colony.